
 

 

 

Being Brave: Encouraging Program Directors to 
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ACTION STEPS 

 Learn about, understand, unpack, and make meaning of your social identities 

 Own your intentions and design education abroad program to include reflection on social identities  
 Cultivate a brave space where students can share and engage deeply and authentically  

 Challenge yourself and your students to lean into the discomfort  

 Respect your students boundaries  
 Leverage on campus and community resources 
 Create an environment that allows students to ask critical questions and actively listen  
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What Is Brave Space? 

A community space where 
different points on a journey 

of learning and growing are 
supported and engaged. 

Community members engage 
in critical dialogue through 
conscious questioning and 

active listening. While all are 
expected to make their best 

effort to be respectful, there is 
an understanding that someone 
may say something that results 

in unintentional offense and 
hurt feelings for those around. 

  
                 - University of Maryland, Baltimore County  
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