
 

 

 

Being Brave: Encouraging Program Directors to 

Engage in Courageous Conversations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

ACTION STEPS 

 Learn about, understand, unpack, and make meaning of your social identities 

 Own your intentions and design education abroad program to include reflection on social identities  
 Cultivate a brave space where students can share and engage deeply and authentically  

 Challenge yourself and your students to lean into the discomfort  

 Respect your students boundaries  
 Leverage on campus and community resources 
 Create an environment that allows students to ask critical questions and actively listen  
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What Is Brave Space? 

A community space where 
different points on a journey 

of learning and growing are 
supported and engaged. 

Community members engage 
in critical dialogue through 
conscious questioning and 

active listening. While all are 
expected to make their best 

effort to be respectful, there is 
an understanding that someone 
may say something that results 

in unintentional offense and 
hurt feelings for those around. 

  
                 - University of Maryland, Baltimore County  

 

 

Faculty Development Short Course Series 

 

 C
O

U
R

A
G

E
O

U
S

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?utm_campaign=tedspread--b&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
https://sty.presswarehouse.com/sites/stylus/resrcs/chapters/1579229743_otherchap.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/brene_brown_on_vulnerability?utm_campaign=tedspread--b&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/summer-2016/why-talk-about-whiteness
https://msw.usc.edu/mswusc-blog/diversity-workshop-guide-to-discussing-identity-power-and-privilege/
http://www.pbs.org/video/black-in-latin-america-haiti-the-dominican-republic-an-island-divided-1/
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2016/02/23/expanding-opportunities-minority-students-study-abroad-essay
http://www.winnipeg.ca/clerks/boards/citizenequity/pdfs/white_privilege.pdf
https://www.simplypsychology.org/social-identity-theory.html
https://www.sausd.us/cms/lib/CA01000471/Centricity/Domain/3043/I%20Am%20From%20Poem.pdf
http://www.age-of-the-sage.org/psychology/social/social_identity_theory.html
https://www.american.edu/ocl/volunteer/upload/Beverly-Tatum-the-complexity-of-Identity.pdf
http://www.diversitynetwork.org/news/378185/Beyond-Barriers-Re-Thinking-Education-Abroad-Using-a-Strengths-Based-Approach.htm
https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/inclusive-teaching/2017/08/16/social-identity-wheel/

