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Background

❖Over 300,000 students from the United States (U.S) study abroad every 
academic year.

❖This number is expected to grow.

❖U.S. students studying abroad are often ill-prepared for these experiences 
due to minimal understanding of the impact of contextual factors (like race, 
gender, culture) across different global contexts (Mkandawire-Valhmu & 
Doering, 2012).

❖Variation in student preparation ranging from prep focused on customs 
and culture (Roberts, 2009) to education focused on ethical tourism (Duffy, 
2009);



Postcolonial Feminism

• Originated in the 1980s
• Response to criticism of 

mainstream, Eurocentric feminist 
theories.

• Frame for analyzing the impact of 
colonialism, racism and other 
interlocking oppressive structures. 

• Socially-constructed structures 
carry different meanings



• Introduced in the 1970s by 
Bronfenbrenner 

• Human development

• Illustrates the interrelations 
amongst multilevel factors

Social Ecological Model



Study Abroad Preparation Framework 
Development

• Account for multi-leveled and interrelated factors at play.
• Highlights the importance of context.
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Positionality 
of team 
members

Identifying 
aspects of 
cross cultural 
importance 
and 
importance of 
using 
Postcolonial 
Feminist Lens

Discussion with 
study abroad 
office director

Mapping aspects 
to 
Socioecological 
model

Trial of 
framework in 
preparation for 
faculty-led 
study abroad 
experience in 
May, '22

Framework Development Process



Pilot Use of Framework 
Applied to Faculty-Led 
Global Experience in 
Malawi



Use the worksheet to 
individually evaluate 
your own program:

• Which levels of the socioecological model is 

your program strong?

• Which factors could be changed to promote a 

more equitable and inclusive environment?



Brainstorm with 
the person next to 
you:

• Share your areas of strength and 
improvement

• Provide suggestions on 
strategies to achieve the 
equitable and inclusive 
environment you want for your 
program.
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Poll Everywhere
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